
POBJFKHS Town Hall FAQs
Frequently Asked Question High School's Response
How will science labs work for in-person and remote learners? Virtual science lab experiments will be conducted using a variety of applications depending 

on their course and topic. Many of our text series have lab simulations as part of the 
platform. There are also a number of free apps that are approved and vetted by NSTA and 
we subscribe to others in-order to support our rich science curriculum.  Examples are: 
Gizmos and Phet labs.

Where can I view the POBJFKHS Town Hall Meeting held on 
August 18?

The link to the POBJFKHS Town Hall Meeting can be found on the High School’s 
website: https://www.pobschools.org/jfkhs

When do I need to make a decision about remote or in-person 
learning for my children? Where can I find the "Remote Learning 
Request Form" and do I need to complete one for each of my 
children?

You will need to submit your decision for each of your students separately by 
completing the "Remote Learning Request Form" by August 21, at noon. The form 
can be found on the District’s website: https://www.pobschools.org/ 

Can you please go over the remote students' schedule? Will it be 
the same as a student attending in-person or will it be different?

In the Remote Learning Model, students will follow the same schedule as their in-
person peers, except instruction is provided via Google Meet for the three 
synchronous teaching days. The remaining two days, as with in-person learners, 
will be self-directed. In-person students and remote learning students will have 
different teachers. More information on the Remote Learning Model can be found 
on page 17 of the POB Reopening Plan: https://www.pobschools.org/ 

The first day of the school is a Tuesday. Which half of the alphabet 
is going to school on the first day?

All L-Z students in grades 7-12 return to school on Tuesday, September 8. 
All A-K students in grades 7-12 return to school on Wednesday, September 9.

How are you addressing the 6-day cycle? For example, classes that 
meet every other day.

The alternating-day cycle has been accounted for in the POB Reopenign Plan 
assuring equitable distribution of odd and even day courses.

When can fully remote students change to in-person instruction and 
vice versa should they choose to?

We have set dates to notify the building principal with your intention to return your 
child to in‐person instruction. The specific dates can be found on page 18 of the 
POB Reopening Plan: https://www.pobschools.org/

Where do we find the health screener? When do I need to fill it out? The daily health screener will be shared with the community as a link and QR code 
prior to the start of school. A QR code sticker will also be provided to students to be 
used as quick reference on the back of their ID card. The current Building Visitation 
Form Summer Health Screener" can be found at https://www.pobschools.org/. The 
screener is virtual; it is not a paper and pencil survey. 
 
The daily health screener is mandatory and must be filled out prior to any student 
getting on the bus. A screener must be submitted for each student separately. If the 
answer is "yes" to any of the screening questions the student should not board the 
bus nor be dropped off at the school by other means. Follow the prompts on the 
survey.

Will the staff and any other visitors also be completing a daily health 
screener?

Yes, staff and visitors will be required to complete the daily health screener before 
entering the building each day. Non-essential visitors will be limited this year, with 
virtual meetings occurring whenever possible.



How will temperature screening work? Daily Temperature Screenings will be scheduled throughout the day. The school 
nurses will screen students and staff and maintain a record of the classes and staff 
screened. If a student has a temperature above 100°, he/she will be escorted to the 
isolation room and remain there until picked-up. If a staff member has a 
temperature above 100°, he/she will be directed home and to seek medical 
attention.

How will my child receive their 504 or IEP accommodations, 
including their approved extended time whether they are in the 
building or learning remotely?

Special Education Programs and Related Services will be provided per the 
students' IEPs or 504 Plans. Virtual Learning and/or contingency plans will be 
developed in collaboration with students' parents/providers based on the unique 
needs of each student. Special Class, Resource Room, and Related Services will 
be provided in person when possible and via teletherapy during virtual learning. We 
are currently working on a plan to maximize in‐person instruction for our Special 
Classes and Life Skills students. ICT Classes will have both teachers during 
instruction as per IEP and alternative learning plan during remote instruction. 
Teachers and service providers will assess students' current levels of functioning 
and review present levels of performance and 
 goals. CSE and 504 Committees will meet as needed to review and document 
necessary changes. 
 
 For more information on Special Education Services see page 20 of the POB 
Reopening Plan: https://www.pobschools.org/

I have questions about my child's ICT schedule conflicting with the 
in-person schedule based on my last name. Who can I contact for 
clarification?

Please reach out directly to the PPS office to further discuss: https://www.
pobschools.org/Page/504

How will the Life Skills Class work? Students in 9 -12 in Special Class and in the Life-Skills program will attend school 
in-person Monday-Thursday, and on Fridays, remotely. All 9-12 students will 
receive Resource Room and related services as scheduled per their IEP.

Will students in the Life Skills Class be expected to work off-
campus?

Initially, students will be assessed for their skills related to PPE and social 
distancing necessary for success in the work place. Students will then begin to 
practice these skills with jobs around the school. Possible jobs around the District 
and with our community partners are being explored.

Is there transportation established for Barry Tech students or is this 
something BOCES will determine?

Yes, there is transportation arranged for these students.

For students with hearing impairments and who read lips, will their 
teachers be provided see through masks and/or face shields?

Yes, clear masks have been ordered and will be available.

How will attendance be handled both in person and virtually? Attendance is a critical factor of any learning plan and we are committed to 
requiring, monitoring and fostering an environment that supports regular attendance 
of all its students. Specific information regarding attendance can be found on page 
17-18 of the POB Reopening Plan: https://www.pobschools.org/I



Will students be marked late if there isn't enough time to get to 
class due to one-way traffic, possible row by row dismissal, and just 
getting used to “new normals”?

We understand the start of this school year will be a time of learning for all of us and 
will be reasonably flexible and responsive to student needs. We will work to support 
students in learning the new layouts, protocols, and procedures through grade level 
beginning of year assemblies (likely virtual), freshmen seminar, and constant 
reinforcement in the halls.

If your child is home sick (not COVID related), would they go 
remote for the time they are out if it becomes more than one day?

No, if your child is homesick with a non-COVID related illness, the attendance policy 
would be followed as in years past. Be sure to contact the attendance office and 
submit a doctor's note. The student will need to make up missed work and contact 
their teacher as per policy. If the child will be out for 10 days or more, please 
contact their guidance counselor regarding the next steps.

How will Back to School Night and Parent-Teacher Conferences be 
conducted this school year?

All teachers will establish Google Classrooms at the beginning of the school year. 
Back to School Night will be virtual this school year via teachers' individual Google 
Meet Codes. Parent Teacher Conferences may also be held virtually.

Will grade 9 students be receiving new Chromebooks? Yes, Chromebooks have been ordered for our incoming freshmen in need of new 
Chromebooks.

Who do I contact regarding a broken or slow Chromebook? Please contact askthetech@pobschools.org regarding any Chromebook-related 
issues.

How will community service hours for Honor Societies work? As with last spring, community service hours to meet honor society requirements 
must still be met though they will likely look different than in the past. You gave back 
in some super creative ways last spring! Honor Society Advisors will speak with 
their members about the different opportunities for community service, as well as 
the minimum hour requirement deadlines throughout the year.

Will remote students and in-person students be in the same classes 
- meaning will class be live-streamed from the school for the remote 
students at home?

No, students fully remote and those in person will have different teachers. Daily live 
in-person instruction will not be recorded. Students will receive these lessons in-
person, in real time, on the days in which they are scheduled to be in school. 

Will the live in-person lessons be recorded? No, live in-person lessons will not be recorded. 
If my child starts off remote and later decides to go in person will 
they have the same teacher?

No, they will have a different in-person teacher.

If my child starts out with in-person learning, then goes to remote 
learning what happens if she wants to go back to in-person 
learning. Does she get the same teacher and schedule? Is her spot 
saved?

We cannot guarantee that this type of movement will result in maintaining orginal 
placements; however, effort will be made to ensure students transition back to in-
person is a smooth one.

What would permit a student to be mask exempt? How will staff be 
informed?

Any student with medical documentation based on mental or physical restrictions 
will be excused from wearing a mask as per New York State Education Department 
and Department of Health guidelines. We will treat these students as we do our 
students with other health impairments (allergies). They will be flagged in our 
system to notify all staff.



I'm concerned my child might need their inhaler more regularly if 
they are constantly wearing a mask. Can they carry their own 
inhaler to self administer? How can I drop off an inhaler to the 
nurse?

Contact the nurses at the High School who can help direct you with this process.

What will drop off and pick up look like for students who do not wish 
to take the bus?

This information will be discussed at the Principal's Chat on August 25th and shared 
in the return to school correspondence.

Will remote learners have the same opportunities for electives as 
those attending in-person? 

Yes, we will are committed to offering remote students they electives they selected 
last spring.

My child had three electives selected for the fall semester. If the 
electives cannot be accommodated for remote learning, is there an 
alternate plan for those free periods?

As in the traditional model, if students cannot receive their first choices of electives, 
we move to provide them their other choices.

Will AP courses and honors be offered to our students as planned if 
we choose the solely remote option?

Yes, these courses will be offered.

How will college applications, college visits, and other guidance 
events be held this year?

Counselors are available via phone, email or Google Meet. Previously scheduled 
Guidance events will be held virtually.

If 9th-grade students are going virtual, will there be a virtual 
orientation for them?

Freshmen Orientation will be held in-person on August 28. Details have been 
emailed to Freshmen parents.

Will one-way maps be provided to students ahead of time to get 
acquainted? How will new protocols be reviewed?

The first day of school will be used to educate students about the new procedures 
for mvoign about the buildings.  Signage will be prominently displayed, and a video 
will be created that students can view ahead of the first day of school.

Will students be taking tests only in the building or will they be taken 
at home as well?

When teachers assign exams and assessments is up to the teachers’ discretion.

With students who are taking tests at home, how is the integrity of 
the test going to be maintained in the same way as students who 
take the test at school?

Students will keep their cameras on when taking exams remotely so that teachers 
can monitor as they would in the classroom. Assessments completed at home, 
however, can also take on the form of essays, projects, and other means of 
assessing students' learning.

How will midterms be handled this year? Will they still be the same 
percentage of final grade? With this new type of instruction - pacing 
may be different, how will this be handled?

We are reviewing our assessment plans and if NYSED will administer January 
Regents exams.  

What will Friday's lessons look like? Fridays are remote learning days for all students. Teachers will teach from their 
classrooms live via Google Meet for synchronous teaching and learning.



At the HS Town Hall, it was mentioned that Fridays will be all 
remote so the kids can be together as a class. Does this only apply 
to the in-person students? Does that mean the in-person teacher 
will be teaching the in-person students and the remote teacher will 
be teaching the remote students?

On Fridays, in-person students will meet virtually with their entire class including 
those that go to school on alternating days. The in-person teacher of this class will 
teach from their classroom live via Google Meet for synchronous teaching and 
learning.
 
On Fridays, remote students will meet with their entire remote class with their 
remote teacher instructing from their classrooms live via Google Meet for 
synchronous teaching and learning.
 
 This provides:
 -students an opportunity to work with their entire class
 -teachers to assess alignment with the two groups
 -teachers and students the opportunity to work remotely to gain skill and knowledge 
necessary in case of full closure.
 -space in the building for other grade-level events.

If there’s a full closure, will the remote classes and in-person 
classes merge?

No, students would continue to be taught by their current remote or in-person 
teachers based on the class they were enrolled in just prior to the closure.

When will students receive their ID cards? Students attending in-person will receive their ID cards at the beginning of the year, 
if not prior for a school program (freshmen orientation or senior portraits).

Will lockers be assigned? At the start of the year, no lockers will be to assist with new traffic patterns and 
social distance guidelines. The number of belongings needed in schools will be 
much less with reduced paper exchanges and books. Chromebooks will allow work 
to be submitted electronically. 
 
On days when students have physical education, they will be asked to wear 
appropriate attire to school since they will not be changing in the locker room.

Where can students secure their backpacks, Chromebooks, 
calculators & other belongings during physical education?

The Physical Education Department is in the process of developing a procedure for 
securing students belongings during physical education class.

How will community service hours as part of the Physical Education 
and Health Curriculum be handled?

As with last spring, community service hours to meet the Health Education 
requirements will still be mandatory, though they will again look different than in 
years past. Your health teachers will discuss the different ways you can give back 
and earn community service hours this year.

When will we receive info about our specific sports? Information on fall physicals was eblasted out by the Athletic Department. Please 
contact the Athletic Office or high school nurses for more information.
 
 As of right now, Section VIII has postponed the start of sports until September 21. If 
fall sports do not resume at this point, they are considering shortening seasons so 
that all sports can still run.

If a student is remote and wants to participate in a sport how would 
this be handled?

Students who are enrolled in remote learning are able to participate in 
interscholastic athletics.



How is music going to be handled (band, choir, orchestra, etc.) for 
in-person students? For remote students?

Students will still have their pull-out lesson, safely socially distanced apart. 
Ensemble periods will be slightly larger lesson groups, but smaller than typical 
ensembles, focusing on chamber music selections, sight-reading, and technique. 
There will be a full plan available shortly outlining the Music Department's plans in 
their entirety.

What will lunch look like? Students will be socially distanced in the lunchroom, 6 ft apart. If needed, the library 
will also be used as an overflow room. Students will not be required to wear masks 
during lunch as they will be socially distanced and eating.

Will students need to complete the COVID form again after coming 
back from off-campus? Can grade 9 and 10 students eat outside?

No, grade 11 and 12 students will not need to complete the COVID after returning 
from off-campus. No, grade 9 and 10 students may not eat outside as they do not 
have off-campus privileges.

I am concerned about the open campus policy. Won’t it be 
detrimental to have students interact with unknown people in the 
community and then return to school?

We trust that our juniors and seniors will maintain appropriate social distancing 
during their off-campus periods just as all of our students will when they are not in 
our building. The student’s answers to the four-question health screener submitted 
prior to entering the school that day will not change upon their return from an off-
campus visit that same day.

Where will students report during their off periods if they are not 
permitted off-campus?

Students will be assigned a location for their off periods, similar to a study hall.

How will mask breaks work exactly? Please confirm that a mask 
break is just a break from the mask and not a break from learning.

Mask breaks or not breaks from learning. Facemasks will be worn by students, staff, 
and visitors at all times when riding the bus and when in the school building. 
Students will not be required to wear masks when eating, drinking, or when the core 
instruction requires removal. Social distancing will be assured whenever a mask is 
removed. Students who cannot wear a mask due to medical or mental health 
reasons will submit documentation to the building nurse. 
 
 Mask breaks will occur 10 minutes per 37-minute period at the high school level at 
the teachers' discretion. Teachers will assure social distance is adhered to while 
permitting mask breaks. These breaks would not be contiguous.

Will all instructional spaces have air conditioning now that students 
are being asked to wear masks all day?

Yes, all instructional spaces in the High School now have working air conditioning.

Can students take their mask breaks outside? No, students will take their mask breaks in class as directed by their teacher. 
Teaching and learning will continue during these mask breaks.

I'm concerned about the indoor mask breaks during the day. Do 
mask breaks mean there will always be unmasked students in the 
class? Can my child not participate in the mask breaks if he/she 
doesn’t feel safe?

Yes, your child can choose not to participate in the mask break, however, teachers 
will assure social distance is adhered to while permitting mask breaks.



Will there be staff in hallways monitoring to make sure they are not 
too crowded, and kids aren’t congregating? Will mask-wearing be 
enforced?

Yes, we will have staff and extra security guards monitoring the hallways to ensure 
students are wearing masks and moving in a socially distanced manner to their next 
class. Staggered dismissal and signage will help with this. 
 
 Refusal to wear masks will be treated as insubordination under the Code of 
Conduct and disciplinary consequences will be issued accordingly. We anticipate 
our students will recognize their larger civil duty in wearing their mask.

Are gaitor or neck buffs permit? The CDC and DOH don't 
recommend them.

No, gaitor masks or neck buffs will not be considered adequate facial covering for 
school.

How will remote learning students get their books, other 
instructional and/or project materials?

We will be communicating dates and times for distribution of materials for remote 
learners on August 28th.

When will students receive their supply lists? Tea
Will there be PSATS and SATS held in person at JFK? What are 
the upcoming dates?

Yes, we are planning an in-person September 23, administration of the SAT and an 
in-person ACT administration on Saturday, October 10.

Is there any information yet regarding the administration of Regents 
exams, SATS, PSATs, etc, for students learning fully remotely?

Information regarding upcoming SAT and PSAT testing will be sent out in the 
upcoming Guidance Newsletter.

I believe on Wednesday, Sept 23, SAT administration my child will 
not have school. Will the October ACT be planned for a Tues, 
Thurs, or Friday so the A-K students don’t miss another day of in-
person school?

The October ACT will be held on Saturday, October 10, 2020.

Would the District be interested in having a handful of Parent 
Academy Workshops for tools to help our kids get through the 
reopening and the best ways we can support them emotionally and 
technologically?

As of now, Parent Academy is planned for February 1, 2021. Once the school year 
gets underway, we will look for additional opportunities to provide workshops for 
parents.

If a student is on quarantine for 14 days, are they automatically put 
in the remote learning class or do they continue with their in-person 
class, just not attending in person those two days per week?

We will treat those on cases on an individual basis; instruction for quarantined 
students will continue.

Since high school students change classes, can you elaborate on 
whether each class that a COVID positive student attends (or a 
COVID positive teacher teaches) be required to quarantine for 14 
days?

Will siblings of those students who have been exposed to a 
confirmed COVID positive peer or teacher be required to quarantine 
as well?

These decisions would be made by the District in collaboration with the Nassau 
County DOH. If a whole class must and the teacher was not the infected person, the 
teacher would teach remotely, and substitute teachers would be provided to the 
classes to supervise while the teacher teaches remotely.

What happens if a child is ill and needs to go home but there is no 
parent able to come to pick the child up?

As in the past, the child will remain in the nurses' office until someone is able to pick 
them up. If the child's symptoms are COVID in nature, they will wait in an isolation 
room until someone is able to pick them up.



If a student takes a trip are they expected to quarantine for the 14 
days after?

If they answer "yes" to any of the daily screener questions including, "Have you 
traveled internationally or from a state with widespread community transmission of 
COVID-19 per the New York State Travel Advisory in the past 14 days?" then yes, 
they must quarantine for 14 days.

Will the students learning at home those two “off days” just live 
stream into the class? Otherwise, how will teachers and students 
complete the required curriculum if the class is only 2 days in 
person?

No, on "off days" students will complete self-directed learning as communicated by 
their teacher. There will be a mix of prerecorded lessons, instructional videos, 
reading, writing, and submitting assignments. The High School's chairpeople and 
directors will continue to work with teachers to identify rigorous and relevant 
learning experiences that will move the curriculum forward but provide enough 
support in order to ensure student success. Students will be required to submit their 
work at the end of each instructional period. This submitted work will inform the next 
day’s lesson with the teacher.
 
Teachers, with their supervisors will determine the curriculum pacing and adjust 
when necessary, monitoring student progress toward curriculum and learning goals.

Please clarify, what exactly will students be expected to do on the 
days they are not in school?

On the two days students are not in school, they will be required to log in to their 
Google Classroom by subject during the scheduled time of class for attendance and 
to engage in the activities, assignments, and/or lessons assigned for that period.

What will remedial look like exactly? Support for in-person and remote students grades 9-12 is available with virtual 
Prescriptive Remedial classes and after-school virtual Remedial sessions. The High 
School will post the schedules for these Remedial sessions and the corresponding 
teachers’ Google Meet Codes on our website. After-school virtual Remedial 
sessions will take place 3 to 4 times per week, excluding Fridays, from 1:52 PM to 
2:29 PM. Students can jump on at any time!

How are the restrooms, lunchrooms, gyms, etc., being cleaned? The District has put into place numerous cleaning and disinfecting protocols 
including routine cleaning & disinfection of high-touch surfaces
 • Custodial staff received extensive training on cleaning and disinfecting practices.
 • Cleaning and disinfecting logs are in place.
 • Cleaning and disinfecting performed with products identified by and registered 
with the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) as effective against COVID-19.
 • Additional cleaning staff has been hired and specialized equipment has been 
purchased.
 • Students will receive disposable desk mats for each class and during lunch

When will students receive their schedules? Students will receive their in-person schedules on our portal day, August 26.
Will the schedule change policy and procedure be the same for 
remote students as it is with those attending in-person?

Yes.

Will there be special events planned for seniors? How about other 
grades?

Yes! Your Senior Board and Executive Board are busy thinking of ways to get 
creative this year with celebrations and meetings and discussion with administration 
have already begun! If you have any ideas, be sure to share them with your grade's 
student council board!



How will senior parking work? On campus senior parking spots will be assigned according to a senior's in-person 
schedule (Monday and Wednesday or Tuesday and Thursday). This will allow 
double the number of seniors to park on-campus each quarter!

When will the senior parking meetings be held? This will communicated in the back to school correspondence.
When will we have a definite answer on Driver's Education? Driver's Ed update will be provided at the September 2nd BOE meeting.
What districts are we collaborating with when sharing teachers for 
remote instruction?

All teachers will be certified regardless of course. Until we know which students are 
electing remote instruction and which teachers will be teaching remotely, we cannot 
assure all teachers in the remote school will be POB teachers.

Are snow days still included in the school calendar? Yes, "inclement weather days" are still built into the school calendar to be used if 
needed.

I'm concerned about the ventilation & filtration in classrooms. 
Please provide specific information.

The District has devoted tremendous effort to ensure all buildings are cleaned and 
disinfected throughout the day and each evening. In addition, investments have 
been made to ensure proper ventilation in all instructional spaces. These efforts are 
detailed and explained on the POB Reopening Plan (p 11-12): https://www.
pobschools.org/

Has there been a decision made regarding whether Twilight will be 
in person or remote or is this a BOCES decision?

Twighlight will be offered remotely in September.  Decisions to move to in-person 
will be made in consideration with other decisions about after-school use of 
buildings.


